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small taxes in favor of an income tax, nothing would prevent the state from gradually 
reinstating these small taxes whenever the government needed more money.

Choosing how much to tax and who to tax is a clear example of who wins and who 
loses. With so many taxes, it should not be surprising that almost every Texan finds 
something to dislike about them. And, with voters already unhappy, it is easy to see why 
the legislature has not been anxious to look at new taxes. When the political price of 
new taxes is so high, our elected officials tend to avoid updating the system altogether 
because changes will inevitably shift the tax burden and be seen as new taxes, even 
when they are designed to replace old taxes.
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  MAP 13.2    State and Local Taxes Paid Per Capita

Source: Tax Foundation, “State and Local Tax Burdens, 1977–2012,” January 20, 2016, http://taxfoundation.org/article/state-and-local-tax-burdens-1977-2012 
(accessed August 18, 2016).

★★ Does the state’s tax system place more of an undue burden on specific groups of 
citizens or types of businesses? How or how does it not do this?

★★ Does having different levels of government taxing citizens create inequalities 
and confusion?

★★ Is the Texas tax system overly complicated? Why or why not?
★★ Should Texas have an income tax? Why or why not?


